
1 

April 28, 2020 
 
Dear Valley Church Family,  
 
Tim Gildersleeve’s recent email brought big smiles. “Praise Jesus! We have received a huge amount of dry food 
donations for the food pantry!” We asked God to fill our empty “storehouse” at our April 8 Joel Moment. He 
answered, abundantly, through his people, and now we have food to help the hungry in the name of Jesus.  
 
Still Looking at Faces 
 
Two weeks ago at our “solemn assembly” (Joel 1:14), we set our faces to seek the LORD, like King Jehoshaphat. 
Last week in the Prayer Guide, we talked about God’s long nose, a Hebrew idiom for his remarkable patience  
(Joel 2:13). Today we’ll learn about his complexion. Surprisingly, the Bible says that God’s face can be blemished.  
 
The first of the Ten Commandments states: "You shall have no other gods before me” — Ex. 20:3). That’s an 
accurate thought-for-thought translation. We’re always to put God first. But here’s a more literal rendering of this 
verse. “Don’t put other gods on my face.” The phrase “before me” is actually “on my face.” English translators 
capture the meaning , but a literal translation hits us between the eyes. Yes, it’s possible to plaster false gods on 
God’s front. We do that when — claiming to love the LORD above all — we slip possessions, ambitions, goals, 
habits and securities between his face and ours. And the more idols, the less light and glory we see, until God’s 
face disappears altogether. Mercifully, God won’t stand by idly and let the worship he deserves go to rivals (“my 
glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols” —Isa. 42:8). The Bible tells us that he’ll “clear his face” no 
matter what it takes. He can shatter the obstacles we’ve set up in a variety of ways, including “pestilence.” 
 
The Psalmist describes his commitment to an idol-free life with a jagged rhetorical edge. “I hate those who pay 
regard to worthless idols, but I trust in the LORD” (Ps. 31:6). He knows firsthand that we pay a high price for half-
hearted worship (“my strength fails because of my iniquity” — Ps. 31:10b). Of course, the metaphor of God’s idol-
smudged face breaks down, because it’s not God’s features, but our hearts, that need rinsing. Later, after the 
Psalmist is in the clear again with God, he pleads: “Make your face shine on your servant” —Ps. 31:16). And in ways 
that we can only guess at because the Psalmist isn’t specific, God brightens his outward circumstances (“he has 
wondrously shown his steadfast love for me when I was in a besieged city” — Ps. 31:21). What’s God telling us?  
 
Each week we’re learning something new about meaningful fasting.  
 
 
Believers Fast to Learn What God Wants Them To Do Next  
 
ESV  Acts 9:9 And for three days [Paul] was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.  
 
As you know, Saul had false and murderous ideas about Jesus that he stuck to God’s face. The results were lethal 
to the Christians he was pursuing. So God struck Paul with a case of 72-Hour Blindness. After going without food, 
a Christian named Ananias visited him and the man now known to us as “Paul “regained both his eyesight and his 
vision for how God would use him to broadcast the gospel and build up those who believed. We’ll read some of 
his inspired writings in the pages that follow. Likewise, we’re fasting to discover how God wants to use our 
church family in light of the COVID-19 crisis and its aftermath.  

Still seeking God’s face together, 
 
The Valley Church Leaders 
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Between 6:00 AM—9:00 AM: Let’s look at five items in The Jesus Wardrobe.  

ESV  Colossians 3:12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience,  

Making the Most of the Day: April 29, 2020 

In Plain Clothes, But Still Fashion Conscious 

“Fairest Lord Jesus” 

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature 

O thou of God and man the Son 

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor 

Thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown 

 

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands 

Robed in the blooming garb of spring 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer 

Who makes the woeful heart to sing 

 

 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight 

And all the twinkling starry host 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels heaven can boast 

 

Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations 

Son of God and Son of Man 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be thine 

 

Few of us are too concerned about our clothes right now. We can throw on what we wore yesterday — 
and even the day before that. Maybe it’s fitting to be less preoccupied with our physical appearances 
right now. During ancient times, people draped themselves in coarse, drab clothing during seasons of 
intense repentance and prayer. The priests in Joel’s time were commanded to do so (“Put on sackcloth 
and lament, O priests” —Joel 1:13). 
 
The Bible has much say about our spiritual apparel. The Apostle Paul uses a clothing metaphor to urge 
believers to put off unholy habits and attitudes and to put on fresh, pure ones. Last week we talked 
about removing dirty laundry: “impurity, passion, evil desire...which is idolatry [idols on God’s face]”  
(Col. 3:6). Let’s move in the other direction now and consider the “heart attire” that pleases God.  
 
First, people often dress like those whom they admire. We see this today in sports like football, where 
fans wear the jerseys of the strongest and mightiest on the field. Even Alexander the Great was known to 
wear the “uniform” of his hero, Hercules. Ancient coins and art depict him wearing the lionskin cap of 
this Greek champion. Our God, who himself is robed in majesty, righteousness and strength, created the 
world and will be honored by all whom he made (Ps. 93:1). God sent Jesus to wear our flesh and strip off 
our “Guilt Quilts.” “Faith” is the robe that communicates our membership in his worldwide family.  
 
But the outfitting process isn’t passive, like being dressed by a parent when we were small. Those who 
trust in him are urged to actively put on the new accessories, that is, the characteristics, virtues and 
intentions of our hero (“put on the Lord Jesus Christ” — Rom 13:14). 

Before we unfold these five items, let’s look at the Wearers. This privilege is only for the handpicked 
(“chosen”), the set apart (“holy”) and the precious to God (“beloved”). He’s sewn a one-word tag on 
those who have been buried and raised with Christ by believing: “Mine.” Praise the One who stripped 
himself of divine privileges to cover our sin and shame with “garments of salvation” (Is. 61:10). 
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Between 3:00 PM—4:00 PM: Join the Joel Moment Prayer Gathering. Go to Zoom.com and enter 
Meeting ID and Password. Here’s the schedule. Please join in as you feel led:      
3:00 PM—3:30 PM: Scripture, silent prayer and songs. 3:30 PM—4:00 PM: Breakout Prayer Groups. 

Right before bed: ESV  1 Corinthians 15:53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality.  

Someday there will be a dramatic “change of clothes” according to Paul in this passage in 1 Corinthians 
15. Our old jerseys will be worn out, stained and ripped. At the Great Clothing Exchange, God will strip 
off our weak and vulnerable physical selves and dress us in resurrection bodies that match the 
conditions in the new heavens and earth. With that hope, let’s sleep knowing that our happiest days are 
always ahead (1 Cor. 15:58). Tomorrow when we rise, let’s review the items in The Jesus Wardrobe. 

Between 9:00 AM—12:00 PM:  “compassion” (oyktirmos) — pronounced “oyk-tir-mos.” 

This garment is gut-level concern for people who are miserable or experiencing misfortune. It’s a feeling 
that drives the Wearer to take concrete action for his human brothers and sisters, because we ourselves 
have received the “[oyktirmos] of God” (Rom. 12:1). Pray to the “Father of [oyktirmos]” to make you a 
oyktirmos extender. Our Lord himself said: “Be [oyktirmos] even as your Father is [oyktirmos].” 

Between 5:00 PM—7:00 PM: “humility” (tapeinophrosune) — pronounced “tap-i-nof-ros-oo-nay” and 
“meekness” (praute s) — pronounced “prah-oo'-tace.”  

These two items go together like a matching hat and gloves. The Greek word for this first article of 
clothing combines two words, “modest” plus “thinking. Thus, we’re to cover our accomplishments 
rather than congratulating ourselves. The word means that we shouldn’t think we’re above anybody, 
but associate with everyone. Today pride and self-promotion are taught as virtues. This was also the 
case in the ancient world. We’ve returned to pagan showmanship. We’re told to project ourselves, and 
say what we think. But Jesus says to be realistic in our self-assessments, which means acknowledging 
our few strengths and many flaws. Pride keeps our need for God out of view. Ponder Phil. 2:1-11. 

Between 12:00 PM—3:00 PM: “kindness” (chre stote s ) — pronounced “khray-stot'-ace.” 

This word sounds so limp in our culture. Before shelter-in-place, I walked past a school that was 
promoting “Kindness Week” on it’s marquee. How bland and uninspiring! But in the Bible, kindness is a 
word associated with sacrifice at the highest level. “But when the [chréstotés] and loving kindness of God 
our Savior appeared, he saved us…” (Titus 3:4-5). Notice also that this word in Greek sounds like “Christ.” 
It’s not surprising that people confused the two, and occasionally called Christians “The Kind Ones.” If 
only they would call us that again. Ask God to help you put on chre stote s today and everyday.  

Between 7:00 PM—9:00 PM: “patience” (makrothumia ) — pronounced “mak-roth-oo-mee-ah.” 

This word also combines two words, long (makro, like in “macrocosm”) and anger. Thus, a person 
wearing makrothumia takes a long time to get mad. This must-have functions like a scarf over our faces 
on a cold day. We might feel warm on the inside when provoked or insulted, but makrothumia keeps our 
mouths tightly shut. Ask God to dress you with his own long-lasting patience and pity for others. 
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Here are the Scripture passages and songs that the leaders will share during the Joel Moment 

Prayer Gathering from 3:00—4:00 PM. We provide them so that you can follow along if that 

helps you to concentrate.  

JAIME B.  [A reflection and prayer on God’s refusal to share the worship and devotion that he deserves 

with cheap substitutes.] 

ESV  Isaiah 42:8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols.  

ESV  Joel 2:12-13 "Yet even now," declares the LORD, "return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning; 13 and rend your hearts and not your garments." Return to the LORD your 
God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over 
disaster.  

RICHARD D. [A reflection and prayer on how God is displeased by formalistic religion that is all chatter 

and no charity for the poor and needy.] 

ESV  Amos 5:21-24 "I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22 Even 

though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace 

offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 24 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like 

an ever-flowing stream.  

THOMAS S. [A reflection and song about how utterly incomparable God is. Please mute your audio 

during this portion so we can hear Thomas and our own voices.] 

Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty 
Early in the morning 
Our song shall rise to Thee                  
Holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty 
God in three persons 

Blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! 
Though the darkness hide thee 
Though the eye of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see 
Only Thou art holy 
There is none beside Thee 

Perfect in power, in love and purity 

 

Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty 
Oh thy works shall praise Thy name 
In earth and sky and sea                       
Holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty 
God in three persons 

Blessed Trinity 
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Kulvi M. [A reflection and prayer about how God uses the outwardly unimpressive to do his work.] 

ESV  1 Corinthians 1:26-31 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 

worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish 

in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what 

is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no 

human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became 

to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, "Let the 

one who boasts, boast in the Lord."  

ANDY D. [A reflection and prayer about stripping off self-admiration and slipping on our Lord’s own 

compassionate, kind, humble, meek and patient style, which is so out of fashion in the world today.] 

ESV  Ephesians 4:17-24 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles 

do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God 

because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19 They have become callous and 

have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 20 But that is not the way 

you learned Christ!-- 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in 

Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful 

desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the 

likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.  

GROUP PRAYER PROMPT #1 (9 min.): "Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the 

nations, I will be exalted in the earth!" — Ps. 46:10) Ask that the pride of people in the Bay Area would be 

undone, just like Isaiah was transformed by the triple majesty of God the Father, God the Son and God 

the Holy Spirit. Ask that when they hear the truth, they’d fall down in repentance that leads to salvation. 

 

GROUP PRAYER PROMPT #2 (9 min.): James 5:14 says: “Is anyone among you sick?” Pray for 

restoration of spiritual vision in believers who are serving the culture’s idols and are blinded by the 

glare. Plead for the people of God to be lifted out of their sickbeds in dramatic fashion. 

 

GROUP PRAYER PROMPT #3 (9 min.): Let words of thanks pour out, for God is caring for us and 

uniting us. Say: “Open our eyes, Lord, to the newly made COVID-19 ‘orphans and widows’” (Jm. 1:27). 


