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What Matters to God? Part 1 

Matthew 7:21-23 

Introduction Question - “You are one breath away from what?”  
 

A Grand Entrance: 

 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be 

recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men” 2 Cor. 5:10-11 

Premise: 

 

“If what matters to God does not matter to you then your soul is in mortal danger now  

and forever” 

1. A terrifying revelation vs. 21-23   

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 

the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 

did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name 

perform many miracles?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, 

you who practice LAWLESSNESS” 

2. A perilous eternal judgment vs. 22-23 

                     (on that day) 

“Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is 

able to destroy both soul and body in hell” Matt. 10:28 

 

“For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a 

man give in exchange for his soul?” Matt. 16:26 

• The broad road to hell is paved with self-righteousness, self-justification, self-

preoccupation, ungodly religious teaching, and empty ideologies   

• The narrow road to heaven is paved with humility, self-surrender, and heartfelt 

repentance 

 



3. One indisputable prerequisite v. 21 (who does the will of God –telltale fruit) 

• Spiritually bankrupt      Matt. 5:3  

• Emotionally remorseful       Matt. 5:4 

• Internally repentant   Matt. 5:5  

• Outwardly sacrificial    Matt. 5:38-48 

• Secretly devout   Matt. 6:1-15   

• Inwardly submissive   Matt. 6:24 

• Intensely passionate   Matt. 6:33 

• Ethically moral   Matt. 6:33 
 

Intellectual Assent 

  Superficial confession    

Heartfelt conviction    

Genuine repentance     

Radical obedience   

 

A Cathedral in Lubeck, Germany  

 

“You call Me Lord and obey Me not, you call Me light and see Me not, you call Me the way and 

walk Me not, you call Me life and live Me not, you call me wise and follow Me not, you call Me 

fair and love Me not, you call Me rich and ask Me not, you call Me eternal and seek Me not, if I 

condemn thee, blame Me not.”  
Christian Song 

If my heart could tell a story 

If my life would sing a song 

If I have a testimony 

If I have anything at all 

 

No one ever cared for me like Jesus 

His faithful hand has held me all this way 

And when I'm old and gray and all my days 

Are numbered on the Earth 

Let it be known, in Christ alone 

My joy was found - Oh my joy, my joy  



Let my children tell their children 

Let this be their memory 

That all my treasure was in heaven 

And You were everything to me 

 

No one ever cared for me like Jesus 

His faithful hand has held me all this way 

And when I'm old and gray and all my days 

Are numbered on the Earth 

Let it be known, in Christ alone 

My joy was found - I found my joy 

https://youtube/wapXZkU-jFM (Utube video of song) 

Discussion Questions: 

1.  What spoke to you from the message this past Sunday?  

2.  Did you gain any new insights from Matthew 7:21-23? 

3.  Does Matthew 7:21-23 terrify you in any way?  If so how and why? 

4.  All Jesus’ followers will stand before “the judgment seat of Christ.”  How are you 

preparing for that day?  How do you envision that day going down? 

5. Jesus states that there is one prerequisite for entering heaven in verse 21.  What is the 

condition and what does it look like in your life? 

6. Are these telltale signs that God knows you evident in your life? Explain! 

 Spiritually bankrupt      Matt. 5:3  
Emotionally remorseful       Matt. 5:4 
Interna lly repentant   Matt. 5:5 
Outwardly sacrificial    Matt. 5:38-48 
Secretly devout   Matt. 6:1-15   
Inwardly submissive   Matt. 6:24 
Intensely passionate   Matt. 6:33 
Ethically moral   Matt. 6:33 

 

 

https://youtube/wapXZkU-jFM

