
The Punk and the Pragmatist:  

Gaining Wisdom from Two Foolish Kings 

Message: Darren Seitz; 12/5/21 

What’s Chapter 14 of “The Story” all About? 

50 FEET BACK: The Bible is true. It’s big theme is “The 
Great Back Together” (TGBT), through God’s Great 
Back Together-er, King Jesus. It tells us our history 
and our future. This book should make us alive. 

25 FEET BACK: The two Books of Kings in the Bible tell the 
history of Israel between 970 to 586 B.C. by focusing on the 
men (and one woman) who wore the monarch’s crown. It’s 
the news from God’s perspective. Abraham’s family was 
supposed to show the nations how life flourishes when 
people live in obedient fellowship with their Creator. Israel 
stumbles but God keeps working behind the scenes to carry 
out TGBT. This history should make us informed.  

10 FEET BACK: Rehoboam and Jeroboam — the focal 
characters in 1 Kings 12-14 — are the rival kings of 
Judah and Israel who presided over the national divorce 
because of their own folly. They provide faith-life lessons 
as we join God’s TGBT. Their blunders should warn us.  

“The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it.” 

—Prov. 27:12 

1 FOOT BACK: God’s people prosper by paying close 

attention to the Proverbs. These ancient sayings should protect 

and reshape us. 

Hello! Let’s pretend that the Bible is a large, complex and colorful painting hung in the main hall of an 

art gallery. Let’s first look at this masterpiece from 50 feet back, and get its main theme. Then we’ll 

move in and admire one of its sections. Finally, we’ll get right up close and study a few brushstrokes. 



Questions for your group, class, family and friends.  

1. Darren said that the Bible’s main theme is “The Great Back Together,” not “The Great Up and Outta Here”? 

(Review the blue paragraph.) Agree? How does this change your perspective on the world? (Col. 1:20-22) 

2. What did you learn about the two Books of Kings as a whole that you didn’t know before? (Review the yellow 

paragraph on the back.) 

3. Rehoboam and Jeroboam look different on the outside. Rehoboam is a proud, foolish bully. He’s the type to 

blow past you on the road in a muscle car, spewing exhaust in your face. He blew through the Proverbs like so 

many stop signs. Look up these Proverbs that Rehoboam ignored: (1:3; 1:19; 1:22; 1:26; 1:29; 3:30; 11:17). 

Apply them to Rehoboam’s life. 

4. Jeroboam’s sins aren’t as immediately obvious. He had a promising start and strong personal qualities. But his 

downfall was pragmatism. Look up these Proverbs that Jeroboam ignored: (3:5, 7; 15:8; 16:22; 19:21, 23;  

28:14, 26; 29:12). Discuss in your group. As The Story goes on, Jeroboam gets rougher treatment than 

Rehoboam by the Biblical writer. Why is that? What did Jeroboam do that made him worse than Rehoboam?  

5. “Jero-blowing it” is when we subtly adapt our faith to fit modern circumstances and pressures. This is 

adaption because of self-interest, convenience and the desire for acceptance, rather than Biblical conviction. 

Where do you see this occurring? Attitudes in the church towards homosexuality — or any kind of 

immorality? Attitudes towards wealth? Treatment of law enforcement? Roles of men and women in church 

leadership? Modesty? Easy-believe-ism? How can we identify this phenomenon and guard against it?  

6. How can you make the Proverbs an important part of your life? How can you make them a greater part of 

your family’s life? 

7. Glen came up and shared some thoughts towards the end. What struck you about what he said? 

 

Rehoboam: The Punk 

1Kings 12:13-14 And the king answered the people harshly, and forsaking the counsel that the old men had given 

him, 14 he spoke to them according to the counsel of the young men, saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I 

will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.”  

Jeroboam: The Pragmatist 

1Kings 12:26-27 And Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the kingdom will turn back to the house of David. 27 If this 

people go up to offer sacrifices in the temple of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn again 

to their lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah.” 

1Kings 12:15 So the king did not listen to the people, for it was a turn of affairs brought about by the LORD that he 

might fulfill his word, which the LORD spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.  

The Lord: The Painter 


