VALLEY HANDBELL ACADEMY (VHA)

Questions and Answers

Introduction:


Parents, and sometimes ringers, often ask questions about the Valley Handbell Academy and how it works.  Here are some of the common questions:

What is the Valley Handbell Academy?


The Academy began as an opportunity to introduce the handchime and handbell instrument to children and promote their developing skills and experience in increasingly demanding performance teams.  

What is its purpose?


As the ringers advance in their skills, they are offered the opportunity to move into more advanced groups where they can have the fun and ministry of playing more challenging music.  They are also offered the opportunities to play in public more often.

Many youth who take musical instruments do not have the opportunity to play in a group, or ensemble, where each member is vital to the team with only their part to play with the result being an exhilarating experience.  These groups can then help lead in worship and outreach situations.

Who are the teachers and coaches?

David Ruder has been teaching and directing handbells since 1973.  He has taught and directed in the public schools and in workshops and conferences around the USA.  His professional training includes a theology degree and advanced music degrees in education, church music and choral directing.

Dian Ruder and David have traveled to many countries to introduce the instruments to children and adults.  Dian holds advanced degrees in nursing and organ performance and has taught various handbells skills throughout the USA.  She has directed bells at Canterbury Christian School for 29 years and initiated the Valley youth handbell program with the Echo Bells.
We are looking for more coaches at all the levels!

Can adults learn and play with their children?

Each year adults either play along with their children or jump in and learn with an appropriate group.  You are welcome!
What can I do to help the program?

We ask that parents make every possible effort to see that their child attends each rehearsal.  Since this is a team, or ensemble effort, a missing ringer is like cutting off a finger of a pianist.  Parents are welcome to visit rehearsals, to see that their child understands the lesson and perhaps practices.  Parents can support with their attendance at performances, helping watch the children while we are busy, helping with the set-up, helping move equipment if perform in a different location or off campus.
How is the program funded?  Who provides the gloves? Binders, music, shirts?  Are Mr., and Mrs. Ruder paid?
Mr. and Mrs. Ruder donate their services as a ministry.  Valley Church provides the handchimes and handbells and sees to their maintenance.  They also provide the other things that are necessary which includes tables, pads, music, binders, and gloves. Designated gifts to this ministry are appreciated.  If you would like to do so during the year, make your check out to “Valley Church” and designate it to the “Handbell Fund” or Valley Handbell Academy in the memo line.  

Who provides the treats?

Mr. and Mrs. Ruder provide the treats, but several parents have provided treats on an irregular basis.  You are welcome to provide treats at any time for one class, or for several classes.  It probably would be wise to let Mrs. Ruder know if you are going to bring something so that we can “spread the wealth.”
Can I wash the gloves?

We periodically wash the handbell gloves, sort and re-distribute them.  It probably is easier for us to do that.
When are the performances, playing dates?

We try to announce performance dates a minimum of six weeks in advance on the rehearsal sheets that we send home.  These are important dates and we need all the ringers present to perform successfully.  We also announce non-rehearsal days well in advance.
What about absences?

We ask that every effort be made to attend all rehearsals and performances, as this is vital to the growth and advancement of the group as a team and to the individual ringer.  Please try to avoid unnecessary conflicts.  Let us know as soon as possible if a ringer will be missing particularly when they are sick. DaveRuder@comcast.net or DianRuder@comcast.net.
How are the ringers promoted from one level of ringing to another?

Several things are taken into consideration when we evaluate a ringer for promotion to the next level.
What is their skill level in music reading, rhythm coordination, attitude and faithfulness, maturity?  Some ringers are so advanced in these categories, as well as older, that we have advanced them mid-year.  Some may need more time to assimilate the basic skills and gain some social maturity.  This is usually all it takes.  We find, however, that ringers who have missed a number of rehearsals will not have gained enough practice on the basic skills and will need more time to develop them.
